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When was the last time you heard a
stirring speech that lifted you from your
seat to cheer, cry or both, as you wit-
nessed the inspirational power of the
human voice? I’ve heard very few with
great rhetorical skill who knew how to
shape the art of public speaking to
move the hearer. 

Now and then a voice will rise, and
not always from expected corners of the
community.

When I think of great
speeches, my mind doesn’t
necessarily call up images
from political platforms or
preachers’ pulpits, though
some are memorable. I recall
the evening an unhoused
woman trembled before a
packed sanctuary as she soft-
ly described how it felt to lose
her family and home, finding
herself living outside that very
“sanctuary” in the cold and
rainy holiday season. 

I think of a young painter
and poet standing before a
congregation to tell her story of living in
a van behind a church while producing
colorful art.

The voices that most resound and
move us are rarely soothing or comfort-
ing — they can be alarming in their hon-
est truth-telling. The great abolitionist
orator Frederick Douglass may not have
left us his voice to ring in our ears, but
his voice still has a way of echoing in
our collective conscience.

Born a slave in Maryland in 1818, he
did not escape slavery until 1838 when
he was 20. When he stood to tell his
horrific story before a Massachusetts
anti-slavery meeting in 1841, few could
have known that this young black man

would become a great writer, publisher
and lecturer for human rights over the
next 50 years, until his death in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1895.

Friend of freethinkers and reformers
such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Doug-
lass became a preacher of the “gospel of
freedom,” and not only for African-
Americans.

His “Narrative,” first published in
1845, led to “My Bondage and My Free-
dom” in 1855, the same year another
radical book appeared, “Leaves of
Grass” by Walt Whitman. The former
slave’s autobiography led Frederick
Law Olmsted to declare, “What would

Frederick Douglass have been
had he failed to escape? What
has he become since he dared
commit the sacrilege of com-
ing out of bondage? All the
statesmanship ... has done
less, in fifty years, to elevate
and dignify the African race,
than he in ten [years]” (1856). 

In raising up his people and
their cause, he was clear: “I
feel that I have a right to
speak, and to speak strongly.
Yet, my friends, I feel bound to
speak truly.” (Lecture in Roch-
ester, 1850). 

Once bound in body, his
mind was never restricted.

Douglass shook the foundations of
both racial and religious institutions.
One of his first speeches, in 1841, cen-
tered on “The Church and Prejudice,”
telling the story of his personal experi-
ence in Northern and Southern
churches. 

In the South, his master would pray
morning, noon and night before whip-
ping Frederick and his cousin while
quoting passages from the Bible. 

As a freeman in the North, he experi-
enced a different form of discrimina-
tion. For communion, “the white people
gathered around the altar, the blacks
clustered by the door.” The white be-

lievers were served the bread and wine,
then the minister called the black be-
lievers forward since, “you know God is
no respecter of persons!”

Douglass dryly concludes, “I haven’t
been there to see the sacraments taken
since.” 

In another church, Douglass saw a
“great revival of religion” with many
converts and baptisms. A little black
girl was baptized “in the same water as
the rest,” but when she took commu-
nion, drinking from a common cup, a
white girl sitting next to her stood and
walked out of the sanctuary.

For his “Reception Speech” at the
Finsbury Chapel in England (1846) his
prophetic voice was sharp and reso-
nant:

“But you will ask me, can these
things be possible in a land professing
christianity? Yes, they are so … While
America is printing tracts and bibles;
sending missionaries abroad to convert
the heathen … the slave not only lies
forgotten … but is trampled under foot
by the very churches of the land. What
have we in America? We have slavery
made part of the religion of the land.”

Sounding like a prophet for our own
times, he continued: “I love that religion
… which makes its followers do unto
others as they themselves would be
done by. If you demand liberty to your-
self, it says, grant it to your neighbors. If
you claim a right to think for yourself, it
says, allow your neighbors the same
right.”

Frederick Douglass left a well-pol-
ished mirror on the podium or pulpit for
us to see ourselves as we really are, and
to re-consider the ancient words, “the
truth shall make you free.”

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher, writ-
er, free-thinker and humanist cele-
brant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a Pres-
byterian minister, live in Asheville.
Learn more at chighland.com.
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Submit your event at least two weeks
in advance online at events.citizen-
times.com. Click on “Add your event”
to submit details.

Dec. 9
Christmas at The Cove with Michael
O’Brien: 7:30 p.m., Billy Graham Train-
ing Center at The Cove, 1 Porters Cove
Road, Asheville. Dinner and music.
$59. http://thecove.org/.
Lake Junaluska Singers: 7:30 p.m.,
Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat
Center, 91 Lakeshore Drive. $18, $23
reserved. www.lakejunaluska.com.

Dec. 10
Children’s Christmas play: 6 p.m.,
Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elk-
wood Ave., Asheville. Hosted by kids
praise and drama class. 
Women’s Christmas Luncheon: The
Glory of Christmas: 12:30 p.m.-4:30
p.m., Billy Graham Training Center at
The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Ashe-
ville. Learn how walking in grace re-
veals His glory to others and draws
them to discover the truth of who
Jesus is. Event is full. Call 1-800-950-
2092 to be put on a wait list.
http://thecove.org/.
Hallelujah Hilliary’s Comedy Revival:
9:30 p.m., Fairview Tavern, 831 Old
Fairview Road, Asheville. Church in-
spired open mic comedy .Sign up at 9
p.m. Hosted by Hilliary Begley.

Dec. 11
SeniorSalt Impact Carol Sing: 10-11:30
a.m., Billy Graham Training Center at
The Cove, 1 Porters Cove Road, Ashe-
ville. Christmas carols, devotional
thought from God’s Word, buffet lun-
cheon. $34. http://thecove.org/.

Dec. 13
Christmas handbell concert: 6 p.m.,
Beverly Hills Baptist Church. 777 Tun-
nel Road, Asheviile. Choir presents
“God Came Down.” 828-298-4623.
Nursery provided.

Dec. 14
Christmas at The Cove with Phillips,
Craig & Dean: 7:30 p.m., Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove, 1 Porters
Cove Road, Asheville. Dinner and mu-
sic. $59. http://thecove.org/.
Mindfulness meditation, Dharma
reading & discussion: 7-8:30 p.m.,
Asheville Shambhala Meditation Cen-
ter, 60 N. Merrimon Ave., Suite 113 in
Reynolds Village. Sitting and walking
mindfulness meditation. Donations
appreciated.
Traditional Biblical services: 7-8 p.m.
Thursdays, Nazarene Campground, 33
Nazarene Drive and Upward Road, Flat
Rock. Traditional hymns and Biblical
preaching. Call Pastor Harry Widener
at 828-749-3166 or email nu-
hart7965@gmail.com.

Dec. 16
Santa’s Marketplace: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Montmorenci United Methodist
Church, 89 Old Candler Town Road,
Candler. Crafters and vendors avail-
able for last minute gift buying. Craf-
ters, send request for space to mumc-
bazaar@yahoo.com.

Dec. 17
Lessons and Carols service: 5:30-7
p.m., Trinity Episcopal Church, 60
Church St., Asheville. Candlelight ser-
vice. Lessons are read in between
anthems and carols and each lesson is
read by a person representing differ-
ent areas of our common life together. 
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Email information about faith-
based events at least two weeks in ad-
vance to Bruce Steele at bsteele@citi-
zen-times.com and Carole Terrell at
cterrell@citizen-times.com.

Inspirational music around WNC

Check out these upcoming perfor-
mances by inspirational vocal groups at
WNC churches and colleges:

❚ The Rivertree Singers present
“Rivertree Christmas: A Choral Cele-
bration” at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 16 in the Por-
ter Center at Brevard College. The con-
cert is sponsored by Bethany Baptist
Church in Brevard. Tickets are $15 at
RivertreeSingers.org. A complimentary
dessert reception follows the show. To
learn more, call 828-884-5791.

❚ The Fox Family performs at 6 p.m.
Dec. 31 at Newbridge Baptist Church,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville.

Christmas events at Newbridge
Baptist Church

ASHEVILLE - Here’s some of what’s
going on at Newbridge Baptist Church,
199 Elkwood Ave., Asheville. To learn
more, call 828-254-7262:

❚ The Kids Praise and Drama Class
will perform their Children’s Christmas
Play at 6 p.m. Dec. 10. 

❚ The Youth and Adult Christmas
Choir Cantata, titled “Worship and
Glory,” will be performed during the 11
a.m. service Dec. 17.

❚ Candles and Carols will celebrate
the sacred birth of Jesus at 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 20.

Events address church security

Several events on church security
are planned this month and next. They
include:

❚ Mount Zion Church, 47 Eagle St.,
will host a Community Listening Forum
from 6-7:30 p.m. Dec. 11 with the topic of
church security. Panelists from Ashe-
ville Police Department and Buncombe
County Sheriff’s Department will offer
advice for local houses of worship. To
learn more, call 828-279-2341.

❚ The Buncombe County Sheriff ’s
Office, in conjunction with its Chap-
lains Corps, will hold a security summit
for leaders of houses of worship at 6
p.m. Jan. 9 at the Buncombe County
Public Safety Training Facility in the
A-B Tech auditorium, 20 Canoe Lane,
Woodfin. The summit is free but those
attending must register. Contact Sgt.
Kim Mull at Kim.mull@buncombe-
county.org or 828-250-4427.

❚ Sheriff Charles McDonald will of-

fer a House of Worship Safety and Se-
curity class free of charge from 6-8 p.m.
Jan. 25 at the Henderson County Court-
house at 200 N. Grove St. in Hender-
sonville. RSVP to anock@henderson-
countync.org with church name, num-
ber of those attending and a contact
phone number and email. To learn
more, call 828-694-3137.

Christmas creches at First Baptist

ASHEVILLE - A display of more than
100 nativity scenes from 50 countries,
titled “O Come Let Us Adore Him:
Christmas Creches from Around the
World,” runs Dec. 14-17 at First Baptist
Church of Asheville, 5 Oak St.

Events begin with an interfaith re-
ception from 6-8 p.m. Dec. 14. The dis-
play is open to the public 5-8 p.m. Dec.
15, from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Dec. 16 and from
noon-6 p.m. Dec. 17. Admission is free.

At 2 p.m. Dec. 16, Rev. Dr. Jerry Bea-
vers, a crèche collector and educator,
will present “The Nativity Scene in
Worship and Devotion,” an illustrated
lecture.

To learn more, call Steve Hargadon
at 916-283-7901 or visit ashevillenativ-
ity.org.

Advent at FCUCC

HENDERSONVILLE — Here’s some
of what’s going on at First Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ, 1735
Fifth Ave. W. To learn more, visit
fcchendersonville.org or call 828-692-
8630:

❚ In the Stillness of Night, an Ad-
vent Service of Contemplative Wor-
ship, will be 7 p.m. Dec. 13. This is a ser-
vice of quiet meditation, music and
prayer for people of all faith traditions.

❚ A NAMI Connection meeting is
held 6:30-8 p.m. the second Thursday
of each month. The next meeting is Dec.
14. This is a free support group for
adults living with mental illness, led by
trained facilitators.

❚ The annual Festival of Carols and
Moravian Love Feast begins at 10:30
a.m. Dec. 17 at 10:30, with music and
sharing of the traditional buns and ci-
der.

VBS at Reems Creek Beech
Presbyterian

WEAVERVILLE - Advent Vacation
Bible School for ages 5 and older meets
from 6-7:30 p.m. Dec. 13-15 at Reems
Creek Beech Presbyterian Church, 4
Sugar Cove Road, in the fellowship hall.
The lesson will focus on Advent.

These will be music and snacks and,
on Friday, caroling and a visit to the
Weaverville Arcade. To learn more, call

828-658-3568.

Advent at Grace Lutheran

HENDERSONVILLE — Here’s some
of what’s going on at Grace Lutheran
Church, 1245 Sixth Ave. W. To learn
more about these events, call the
church at 828-693-4890 or visit Grace-
Hendersonville.com:

❚ An Advent service will be at 6 p.m.
Dec. 13. The service liturgy will follow
the Holden Evening Prayer format. A
light nutritious meal will be served
from 4:45-5:30 p.m. in Stull Hall (reser-
vations required; call the church).

❚ A walking class meets at 9 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday in Stull Hall. Af-
ter a devotion, a walking DVD gives par-
ticipants the option to walk 1-4 miles.
Free. Drop-ins welcomed.

Reems Creek Beech hosts VBS

WEAVERVILLE - Reems Creek Beech
Presbyterian Church, 4 Sugar Cove
Road, will have an Advent vacation Bi-
ble school from 6-7:30 p.m. Dec. 13-15
for ages 5 and older.

The lesson will focus on the meaning
of symbols of Advent, with music and
snacks. Friday evening the group will go
caroling and then to Weaverville Ar-
cade, Play Station. To learn more, call
828-658-3568.
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