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wells’ Pisgah Forest location is up and
running, with two cottages so far and
plans for more. Its 6 acres are fully
fenced in, and there’s a private pond.

At the center of the property is the
Winners’ home. It had been extensively
renovated by previous owners, so it was
a modern abode with old bones. “Judg-
ing by the massive logs underneath, it is
very old,” Ellen says. The logs have been
identified as chestnut, and the couple
are now researching the house’s histo-

ry, hoping to confirm its age and fill out
its history.

They’ve had some help. “A week after
we moved in, the doorbell rang and it
was three sisters who had lived in the
home and had moved out 50 years pri-
or,” Ellen relates. “It was just delightful
learning about the house from them.”
Among the discoveries: hidden hearths
attached to the massive stone chimney
but long since covered up.

Ellen Winner’s own family history
also bubbled up unexpectedly. Inspired
to paint the ceiling of the kitchen a par-
ticular shade of light blue to comple-
ment the pale yellow walls, she didn’t
realize she was reproducing a family

color scheme.
Ellen’s sister, who lives in Hender-

sonville, came by after the paint project
and reminded her that “my mother had
a yellow and blue kitchen, which she
decorated around the design of a favor-
ite plate,” Ellen says. 

Her sister still had the plate, which
now hangs in the kitchen, not far from a
beautiful quilt also provided by Ellen’s
sister, a master quilter.

Other local artists are also represent-
ed in the home, including watercolorist
Jane Snyder and Sally Middleton, an
Asheville artist whose work Ellen first
saw in the Asheville Art Museum.

ABOVE: The Winners' pre-Civil War home in Pisgah Forest has two rentable
cottages on six acres of fenced-in land. BELOW: A guest bedroom features art
by Joyce Metayer, an accomplished Southwestern artist who now lives in
Mexico. PHOTOS BY ANGELI WRIGHT/AWRIGHT@CITIZEN-TIMES.COM 
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Nuts and bolts

The home: An extensively expanded
and renovated pre-Civil War home with
about 3,700 square feet, 4 bedrooms
and 4 bathrooms.

The owners: Ellen and Michael Winner,
owners of the Barkwells dog-centric
resorts.

Wow factor: The blending of the 19th
century core of the home with modern
amenities, such as the sunlit gourmet
kitchen with a soaring ceiling.

Learn more: Visit Barkwells online at
barkwells.com or call 828-891-8288.
The Mills River location has eight cabins
on 9 acres, the Pisgah Forest site has
two rental units on 6 acres. Units all
have private fenced yards, dog doors,
hot tubs and fireplaces.

Nominate a home

To nominate your house or that of a
friend for Home of the Week, contact
Bruce Steele at bsteele@citizen-
times.com. Include your telephone
number and a telephone number for
the homeowner, if not you.

Do you decorate?

The Citizen-Times is seeking homeown-
ers who would like to show off their
Christmas decorations to be featured as
a Home of the Week. To nominate your
home, send your name and telephone
number and a brief description to Bruce
Steele at bsteele@citizen-times.com or
call 828-232-5848.
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selves are no longer helpful or neces-
sary? Could we get along without
speaking of the “spiritual,” the “divine”
or “God”? 

Like “prayer” and “patriotism,” per-
haps it would help to reconsider their
meanings. I suspect some would resist
that since we feel lost without special
words to cling to, attaching our identity

and hopes to them. 
I think back to sharing those com-

munal meals with the residents. At
times, difficult topics were discussed,
including religion and politics. Wheth-
er or not these conversations became
contentious depended on how aware a
person was that others may have
strong feelings or disagree. When peo-
ple were conscious of the diversity of
opinions and respectful of other points
of view, there was often a happy out-
come, even laughter. Dinners would
end with everyone working together to

clear the table and clean up the dishes.
There are many words — like “com-

munity” or “cooperation” — that can
raise harmony or hackles. Maybe more
people need to learn the art of respect-
ful conversation … and help “clear the
table and clean the dishes” together. 

Chris Highland served as a Protes-
tant minister and interfaith chaplain
for nearly 30 years. He is a teacher,
writer, free-thinker and humanist cele-
brant. Chris and his wife, Carol, a Pres-
byterian minister, live in Asheville.
Learn more at chighland.com.
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fleas were something for which they
could be thankful. 

Just like the pilgrims and Corrie, we
have big difficulties as well as little
“fleas” in our lives. We should be thank-
ful for both. You see, the problems, the

hard times and the heartaches are there
to make us stronger and to increase our
faith. Let’s be thankful for them. And
the little things, the “fleas,” they’re sent
to build our character. Let’s be thankful
for them, also. 

Above all else, our hearts should be
filled with gratitude each day — a grat-
itude and thankfulness that flows from
knowing the sacrifice Jesus made for
each of us, a gratitude that shows itself

in how we treat others and a gratitude
that is reflected in our service to build-
ing God’s kingdom here on earth.

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in
Lake Junaluska. Contact him at 828-
456-3993 or pastortimmc.blogspot.
com.

Thankful
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Email information about faith-
based events at least two weeks in ad-
vance to Bruce Steele at bsteele@citi-
zen-times.com and Carole Terrell at
cterrell@citizen-times.com.

Churches join for pulpit
exchange to fight racism

ASHEVILLE - WNC Baptist Fellow-
ship and St. Mark’s Lutheran churches
will exchange pulpits Nov. 19 for 11 a.m.
worship services aimed at dismantling
racism and racial tension.

The pulpit exchange follows the Da-
mascus Road Training Seminars in
which both participated in the spring,
let by Christians for a United Commu-
nity, designed “to address the root
causes of racism in our congrega-
tions.” 

Rev. Robbie J. Williams, assistant
pastor of WNC Baptist Fellowship, will
be guest preacher at St. Mark’s, 10 Lib-
erty St. Rev. Chris Webb, St. Mark’s
pastor, will preach at WNC Baptist Fel-
lowship, 240 Haywood St. After the
services, the congregations will share
a Thanksgiving meal at St. Mark’s. To
learn more, call 828-776-1721.

Thanksgiving service 
at Unity of the Blue Ridge

MILLS RIVER - Here’s some of
what’s going on at Unity of the Blue
Ridge, 2041 Old Fanning Bridge Road.
To learn more about these events or
other Unity programs, visit unityblue-
ridgenc.org or call 828-891-8700:

❚ Combined service: Unity will
have just one service Nov. 19, at 10:30
a.m. Music will be provided by local
musician Kat Williams, violinist Ru-
ben Orengo and the Unity band.

❚ Interfaith Thanksgiving service:
7 p.m. Nov. 20, with the Agudas Israel
Congregation and churches from Hen-
derson County Churches Uniting. Mu-
sic, poetry and ritual on the theme
“Gratitude and Compassion.” Cider
and cookies to follow. 

❚ Weekly services will return to the
regular 9:45 and 11:30 a.m. schedule
Nov. 26.

Churches host seasonal sales

Western North Carolina churches
are busy hosting late summer rum-
mage, yard and other sales to benefit
programs and missions. They include:

❚ Avery’s Creek United Methodist
Church, 874 Glenn Bridge Road, Ar-
den, at corner of Brevard Road, will
have a community sale from 9 a.m.-2
p.m. Nov. 18 (828-684-2254).

❚ St. Barnabas Catholic Church,
109 Crescent Hill Road, Arden, is hav-
ing a Frosty Village Bazaar 8:30 a.m.-2
p.m. Nov. 18. Find handcrafted items,
homemade candy, baked goods and
more. Coffee and cinnamon rolls until
11 a.m., light lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

❚ Lutheran World Relief Fair
Trade Gift Market, 9 a.m.-noon Nov.
19 at Grace Lutheran Church, 1245
Sixth Ave. W., Hendersonville. Hand-
crafted gifts from 30+ countries.

Ethical Humanist Society
discusses passion

ASHEVILLE - The Ethical Humanist
Society of Asheville will meet from 2-
3:30 p.m. Nov. 19 at Friends Meeting
House, 227 Edgewood Road. “The Na-
ture and Nurture of Passion” will be
presented by Gregg Levoy, author of
“Vital Signs: The Nature and Nurture
of Passion.”

Discussion will follow the combina-
tion talk-workshop, along with re-
freshments. Bring writing materials.
To learn more, call 828-687-7759 or
visit EHSAsheville.org.
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