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“That’s the most important thing:
Just love. That’s what’s gonna see us
through. So when I hear these little
children singing my songs or singing
songs, hearing those voices and I think
of those little kids in Manchester, just
going to see a concert and then some-
one uses that as a source of their anger
— it’s unacceptable.

“I don’t care who you are or where
you’re from, it doesn’t matter. And for
me, not seeing anybody, it means that
I’m looking at their souls.”

This amazing artist — who’s sold
something like 100 million records with
25 Grammy awards — deserves to use
his piano pulpit for a truth-telling ser-
mon. The young people who were killed
in the concert in Manchester were only
there to find joy in singing. Stevie has
the “eyes to see” the shadow side of any
faith that would harm innocents.

But how is this “prostituting the
most high with their negativity”?
Though he says the “one thing” we’ve
heard from every religion is “just
love,” he also understands there are
angry people, even angry people with
faith — an angry faith — who choose to
harm others by using their God to force
their negative feelings on others. 

Judging and hurting others to prove
that your “God of Love” is best and
your faith is the only way is a form of
prostitution. 

In the Bible we find an embarrassing
story — one of those unmentionable
passages no one dares to preach —
when God tells the prophet Hosea to
“Go, take for yourself a wife of whore-
dom and have children” (Hosea 1). 

Why would God demand such an
outrageous thing? A lesson, of course.
“The land prostitutes itself by forsak-
ing the Lord.” Hosea’s “wife” (pur-
chased for some silver, a loaf of bread
and a bottle of wine) is forced to have
three children, each given a name to
show God’s displeasure. 

There are other “spiritual instruc-
tions” in the Book of Hosea, but it
seems to be an ancient affirmation of
Stevie Wonder’s observation: There are
angry people who, in the name of an
angry God, take out their anger on
others. 

What did this unnamed woman think
about being used as a “divine lesson”?
A poor woman is bought and sold be-
cause a man is told to make a lesson out
of her since his God feels cheated on by
His adulterous people. 

I think we can guess why this story
isn’t taught in Sunday School. Bible
experts will tell us the “message” is
more important than the details, yet a
human being, the woman, is one detail
we can’t ignore. 

Why spend so much time on this
terrible story? Because, as Stevie says,

using another to display your own nega-
tivity and anger is “unacceptable.” As
he says, “I don’t care who you are or
where you’re from, it doesn’t matter.
And for me, not seeing anybody, it
means that I’m looking at their souls.”

A secular person might not speak of
looking at “souls,” but we can all choose
to “see” — to consider real human per-
sons. 

Years ago I remember how much I
enjoyed the album “Songs in the Key of
Life.” One song was quite beautiful,
almost haunting: “Love’s in Need of
Love Today.”

“Love’s in need of love today / Don’t
delay, send yours in right away / Hate’s
goin’ round, breaking many hearts /
Stop it please, before it’s gone too far.

“The force of evil plans to make you
its possession / And it will if we let it
destroy everybody. / We all must take,
precautionary measures. / If love and
peace you treasure, then you’ll hear me
when I say: / Love’s in need of love
today.”

If only more of our world could see
like Stevie, and sing along.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant
minister and interfaith chaplain for near-
ly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer, free-
thinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minis-
ter, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.

Seeing through Stevie Wonder’s eyes
CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS

S uperstar musician Stevie Wonder
was interviewed on NPR on Aug.
30 and said some remarkable

things.
“I think that my thing is basically,

God — when I think about it, I say,
‘God, how can I make you even more
happy?’ Because, you know, obviously
I’m appreciative of the fans and suc-
cess and all that. But to please God is
my greatest joy.”

I would imagine most Christians
would be fine with that. But “Mr. Won-
der” goes on:

“And for those who might be Mus-
lim, to please the God that you serve,
Allah, or whatever your religion is. Like
I said before, it’s not about the religion,
it’s about the relationship.”

He’s not finished.
“And so my thing right now is I’m

thinking: How can we deal with this
situation where people are prostituting
the most high with their negativity,
with their evil? That hurts my heart so
deeply. And that’s everywhere. And so,
to me, the one thing you’ve heard
through and through every religion is:
Hey, just love.... 

great crash. We face spiritual destruc-
tion.

So as we look closely at our lives, we
just may see some sand in our relation-
ship with God — sands of selfishness,
an unforgiving spirit, jealousy, greed,
the worship of something or someone
more than God. Sands that weaken the
foundation of our faith.

So how do we avoid being washed
away in the flood of life itself? How do
we live a disciple’s life in a world that
has no apparent need or desire to follow
Jesus? How do we build our faith and
encourage others in their faith walk?

How can we be consistent in building
our faith, day after day in the busyness
of our lives?

I believe we build our faith through
putting into practice the beliefs we say
we have. We must have an intentional
desire to please God, to love him and
love others. By seeking an intimate
relationship with God, we begin to real-
ize that putting our beliefs into action in
our personal lives and in how we relate
with others will become a priority.

If we truly believe that Jesus is God
and came to earth, becoming one of us,
lived a holy life to show us how to live
in God’s image, died on a cross to pro-
vide forgiveness for every person who
ever lived, was raised from the dead to
claim victory over the sin and death
that has held his creation hostage, sent
his spirit to guide us and give us joy
every day, and made a way for us to
live with him forever, what are we do-
ing about all of those beliefs? Do any of
those foundational beliefs make a dif-
ference in the way we live our daily
lives?

James, in his letter, tells us that we
are to be doers of the Jesus’ words and
teachings and not just hearers. Doing
or not doing what Jesus says makes the
difference between a house standing in
a storm and a house that falls with a
great crash.

So what sort of houses are we build-
ing today, in our own lives and the lives
of others?

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake
Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-3993
or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

How can we avoid
being washed away?

TIM McCONNELL
DEVOTIONAL

I would like for us to continue our
discussion around the parable Jesus
tells at the end of the Sermon on the

Mount. We find the parable in Matthew
24-27. Jesus describes two houses: one
built on solid rock and the other on
sand.

The story is about choices and mak-
ing decisions about upon which founda-
tion will we build our lives and place
our hopes. It is about coming to a cross-
roads in our journey and having to
make a decision.

But it is also about a gradual drifting
and changing in our faith walk, almost
unnoticeable, until we are far off from
God’s will. Jesus tells us in the parable
of the consequences of the choices we
make — whether right or wrong.

At the beginning of Jesus’ sermon,
we see that he was speaking only to his
disciples, but by the end he has drawn a
crowd of spectators who have been
listening closely — so closely that when
he finished, they were amazed at Jesus’
teaching and the authority with which
he taught.

But we must remember that this
sermon was directed toward Jesus’
disciples, those who had already made
a decision to follow him — disciples,
like us, who had right instincts and
honorable motives but the tendency to
walk in the wrong direction, to drift off
the path. So, we find at the end of the
sermon a warning to us, his disciples, to
make sure that our foundation is solid.

Jesus says if we hear what he tells
us and are obedient we are like a wise
person who builds his house on a foun-
dation that is solid. That person chooses
to dig down past the soft sand and finds
the solid rock, and there he/she builds
their life. So that person will endure
and survive when the trials, heart-
breaks, brokenness and temptations
flood his/her life. And they will come!

Jesus says if we do not prepare
ahead, if we take a shortcut and risk
our lives on the sinking sands of our
own self-interests, we will fall with a

Email information about faith-based
events at least two weeks in advance to
Bruce Steele at bsteele@citizen-times.
com and Carole Terrell at cterrell@citi-
zen-times.com.

Ogden says farewell to Asheville
ASHEVILLE - Rev. Dr. Keith Ogden,

senior pastor at Hill Street Baptist
Church, 135 Hill St., preached his last
sermon Sept. 10, after 14 years with the
congregation. He is moving to Jackson-
ville, Florida.

A farewell honoring Ogden and his
wife, Patricia, will be Sept. 17 at the
church. Rev. Anthony McCallum, of
Columbia, S.C., will speak at 10 a.m.
Rev. John A. Reed Jr., of Oklahoma
City, Okla., will speak at 4 p.m.

To learn more, call 828-254-4646 or
visit hillstreetbaptistchurch.org.

Ethical Humanist Society holds
monthly meeting 

ASHEVILLE - The Ethical Humanist
Society will meet from 2-3:30 p.m. Sept.
17 at Friends Meeting House, 227 Edge-
wood Road. “Conversations on the Mid-
dle East” will be presented by Said
Abdallah and Cindy Osborne.

Abdallah is a Palestinian from Ra-
mallah and Osborne grew up in Reho-
vot, Israel. They will talk about their
different historical narratives, their
peacemaking efforts, how they con-
nected and how they are working to
educate and promote dialogue in part
through PAJET (pajetnc.org), peace-
makers and activists.

Informal discussion and refresh-
ments follow. To learn more, call 828-
687-7759 or visit EHSAsheville.org.

Prayer vigil at FCUCC 
HENDERSONVILLE - Here’s some

of what’s going on at First Congrega-
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