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ond Coming, the “rapture” up into heav-
en. We were only young people with the
promise of life ahead of us, but we
watched the skies for any sign of “His
return.” We were His children and He
was coming back for us — to take us
Home to be with Him forever. We knew
without a doubt, it would all happen
very soon.

Well, it didn’t. We didn’t have time to
be disappointed because, it might be
today!

“Blessed are the poor … for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.” 

It never occurred to our youthful
minds and none of our revered Bible
teachers ever suggested that this verse
might be about someone else. As I like
to say, what if people really took the
“Word at its word” and believed it?
What if Jesus was literally saying the
kingdom belongs to poor folks — pover-
ty is the key to open heaven’s door?

Voices rise in protest: “Heavens! He
surely didn’t mean to say poor people
would be taken to heaven first — be-
fore any of the “true believers”! What
good is faith, if we aren’t the first to
enter the heavenly gates! Obviously He
means to bless poor ‘Christians.’ Be-
sides, people are poor for many reasons
(usually their fault) and they may not
even believe in God. How can we make
sense of this”?

Patty, John and countless others are
ready to teach — maybe “bless” us — if
we have the ears to hear and eyes to
see.

Chris Highland served as a Protestant
minister and interfaith chaplain for near-
ly 30 years. He is a teacher, writer, free-
thinker and humanist celebrant. Chris
and his wife, Carol, a Presbyterian minis-
ter, live in Asheville. Learn more at
chighland.com.

‘Blessed are the poor?’ That can’t be right

CHRIS HIGHLAND
HIGHLAND VIEWS

P atty had Down syndrome and she
was often in the “community liv-
ing skills” class I taught at a resi-

dential school for people with mental
and physical disabilities. She liked to
giggle and tease. She also had a temper
and could stomp her feet and yell. Even
though we couldn’t always understand
what she was saying, her feelings were
loud and clear.

Patty liked to wear lots of costume
jewelry and she always carried a small
purse with just about everything she
valued tucked inside. No one, including
the teacher, was ever allowed to touch
that bright-colored purse. Patty, like
most of the rest of my students, had
very little to call her own. But she was
content with what she had, even if she
loved to shop and find other small
things to stuff in her bag.

“Blessed are the poor.” 
John dropped his heavy rucksack on

the floor and sat down with a heavy
sigh. His camp was washed out again
and everything he valued was stuffed
into that small pack. I poured him a hot
cup of coffee and gave him a fresh
blanket and a new sleeping bag just
donated by the synagogue. John’s grate-
fulness needed no words, but he
thanked me anyway. He smiled when I
brushed it off. “I’m only giving what
has been given to give,” I said, or some-
thing like that. 

A few months later, after John was
found dead in a bathroom at the mall,
our chaplaincy team drew together a
small circle in the park to remember

him. Knowing that John was Scottish,
we read from the poet Robert Burns
and a passage from John’s Bible I re-
trieved from the shambles of his tent
on the hillside.

The Scots poet wrote:
“So in lone Poverty’s dominion drear,

sits meek Content with light, unanxious
heart;

Welcomes the rapid moments, bids
them part; Nor asks if they bring [any-
thing] to hope or fear.”

John was very anxious sometimes.
Where would he safely sleep tonight?
Where could he hide today from the
fearful, judging eyes and the prowling
police? Yet, there was a certain content
in his eyes, a sparkle of hope, and he
impressed us with his gentleness. 

“Blessed are the poor.”
Some tell us “blessed” means being

happy, as if people who have little
should be happy with what they have,
not ask us for handouts and stay in
their place — even if that’s hell. Others
tell us Luke had it wrong (6:20) and
Matthew got it right (5:3): “Blessed are
the poor In Spirit.” You see, it has to
mean this is a spiritual thing, right?

We hear more and more about the
“prosperity gospel” and those “blessed”
by God with success. They fervently
pray to have a large home full of “God’s
abundance.” For some, that proves the
Lord is watching over them, pleased to
surround them with “divine gifts.” That
makes them happy and makes God
happy, too. But, are we ever satisfied?
Do we ever have “enough”?

We’ve turned it around and upside
down. The new “improved” gospel pro-
claims: “Blessed are those with much,
for God has blessed them.”

I sometimes think back to those long
ago days when our circle of youthful
believers yearned for the end, the Sec-

them dance, strike a pose, build civili-
zations, sculpt worlds, and much more.”
The ad goes on, “Tired of your planet?
Build a new one as you embark on the
most amazing journey ever.”

Now I realize these are just games
which can help stimulate the thinking
and imagination of students, both
young and old. People have always felt
the need to escape into fantasy worlds
and imaginative creations beyond reali-
ty and possibility. However, I believe
there just may be a spiritual lesson or
two from the wording of these ads.

I remember several years ago a
discussion in theology class about the
sovereign plan of God for each of us
and how our human choices fit into that
plan. The professor, trying to make an
analogy that would apply, came up with
the idea that God’s plan is like a com-
puter program and our choices can
change the master program by the
simple stroke of a key. This is an imper-
fect analogy, but it makes sense. We are
constantly making choices about our
life’s journey. The ability to make
choices is a gift from God, so his desire
is for us to follow him because we
choose to do so. God loves us enough to
give us that choice and the many oppor-
tunities for making other choices
throughout our lives.

So, if we go back to the video game
ad analogy, we can make changes in our
world and in our personal life. We can
create new situations and opportuni-

ties, and we can influence others to
change also. Our influence can bring
about positive as well as negative
changes in the lives of those around us.
But the changes are not the outcome of
a fantasy game, or the imagination of a
computer program. The positive
changes that can create a new person,
build new lives, and turn bad relation-
ships into good ones can only be
brought about by the transforming
power of surrendering one’s life to
Christ.

Paul writes about transformation
and noticeable changes in our lives as
he writes, “So then, if anyone is in
Christ, that person is part of the new
creation. The old things have gone
away, and look, new things have ar-
rived!” (2 Corinthians 5:17 CEB) This is
not a reference to the “end of the world
make-over,” but a “present time” per-
sonal new life that is possible for each
of us.

So, if you are “tired of your planet,”
or the way you live, make the choice
today to let God have control of your
life’s plan and all your choices. You will
truly “embark on the most amazing
journey ever.”

This is the opinion of the Rev. Tim
McConnell, assistant pastor of Long’s
Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake
Junaluska. Contact him at 828-456-3993
or pastortimmc.blogspot.com.

T hrough the magic of technology,
we are given more opportunities to
escape from reality than ever

before. There are video games which
allow for participation and interaction
with sports games including boxing,
baseball, tennis, and many variations of
exercise programs. Several years ago, I
recall our daughter and son-in-law in-
viting Debbie and me over to their
house to participate in one of these
interactive game videos. A person
would swing the remote to simulate the
swing of a bat and on the screen the
character representing you would ei-
ther hit the ball, or strike out. With the
bowling game, the bowler simulated the
movements in front of the TV and the
results, good or bad, would be seen on
the screen. This is amazing technology
to me.

I remember earlier educational
games called Sim City, Sim Farm, and
other Sims which would allow the stu-
dent to create cities and farms just the
way he/she wanted them to look and
operate. An ad related to another kind
of game recently caught my attention.
This new ad was for Spore which, “lets
you make a limitless number of fun
creatures, bring them to life, make

Are you tired of your planet?
TIM McCONNELL
DEVOTIONAL

Email information about faith-based
events at least two weeks in advance to
Bruce Steele at bsteele@citizen-times.
com and Carole Terrell at cterrell@citi-
zen-times.com.

Churches host craft sales
Western North Carolina churches

are busy hosting late summer rum-
mage, yard and other sales to benefit
programs and missions. They include:

» St. Mary’s Church, 337 Charlotte
St., will host a craft fair from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. Oct. 14. Vendors include beekeep-
ers, potters, jewelry makers, fabric
artists, painters and more, with pro-
duce, a fish truck and Christmas deco-
rations. Proceeds support local char-
ities. To learn more, email mail@stma-
rysasheville.org or call 828-254-5836.

» Weaverville United Methodist
Church, 90 N. Main St., is hosting its
24th annual Mission Craft Bazaar
noon-7 p.m. Nov. 10 and 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Nov. 11. To learn more, 828-645-6721 or
contact Janet Cress at granitesgar-
den@gmail.com.

Newbridge Baptist hosts
classic car, motorcycle show

ASHEVILLE - Newbridge Baptist
Church, 199 Elkwood Ave., will host a
Classic Car and Motorcycle Show from
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 14. There is a $10
registration fee per entry.

Awards will go to the top 20 entries.
There will also be music, food and door
prizes. A White Elephant Sale will be 9
a.m.-1 p.m. To learn more, call Keith
Kiser at 828-254-7262.

Two events look at the Holy Land
ASHEVILLE - Here’s some of what’s

happening at the Parish of St. Eugene at
72 Culvern St.:

» “The Plight of Children in Pal-
estine” is the subject at 10 a.m. Oct. 16
in the Social Hall, by human rights
activist Kathy Bergen, just back from
the West Bank. Coffee and discussion.

» “Supporting the Last Christians
in the Holy Land” will be Oct. 19, also
presented by Bergen. Come for Soup
and Substance at 6:15 p.m., followed by
the presentation from 7-8:30 p.m.

Attend cemetery maintenance
training class on Saturday

HENDERSONVILLE - The Hen-
derson County Cemetery Advisory
Committee will host cemetery mainte-
nance training at 10 a.m. Oct. 14 at Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church, 2557 Chimney
Rock Road.

This hands-on class will be taught by
Warren Scott, gravestone conservator.
He will teach the proper and careful
methods of properly cleaning and pre-
serving stones.

The Henderson County Cemetery
Advisory Committee is also in the proc-
ess of updating its Cemetery Book. If
you have a current map or inventory of
a church or family cemetery, contact
Toby Linville at 828-694-6627 or tlin-
ville@hendersoncountync.org.

The annual Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan
is scheduled at Sunday services

BREVARD - Pageantry and bagpipe
music will fill Brevard-Davidson River
Presbyterian Church, 249 E. Main St.,
at the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services Oct. 15.

The Montreat Scottish Pipes and
Drums Band will perform, and parish-
ioners will parade with tartan banners.

Mother Grove plans Ancestor Vigil
ASHEVILLE - Mother Grove God-

dess Temple invites the community to
join them for the annual Ancestor Vigil,
7-9 p.m. Oct. 15 at The Cathedral of All
Souls, 9 Swan St., in Biltmore Village.

The event will honor our Ancestors,
the Beloved Dead and those who have
died in the past year, including a candle
lighting station, prayers and songs,
grief and love. The deeply solemn ritual
is not suitable for young children but
open to all respectful people of any (or
no) spiritual tradition. Singer Allison
Mullins will perform.

Ethical Humanist Society
discusses Latin America

ASHEVILLE - The Ethical Humanist
Society of Asheville will meet from
2-3:30 p.m. Oct. 15 at Friends Meeting
House, 227 Edgewood Road. The topic
will be “Latin America: What the Left
Got Right and What It Got Wrong,”
presented by Dada Maheshvarananda.

Maheshvarananda taught and orga-
nized for social justice in Brazil and
Venezuela. He is an author, activist and
yoga monk. Informal discussion and
refreshments follow the presentation.
To learn more, call 828-687-7759 or visit
EHSAsheville.org.

Holocaust survivor Ziffer speaks
ASHEVILLE - Asheville-Buncombe

Technical Community
College, Victoria Road,
hosts a special event with
Holocaust survivor Dr.
Walter Ziffer from 6-8
p.m. Oct. 16 in Ferguson
Auditorium.

Ziffer is the author of
“Confronting the Silence:
A Holocaust Survivor’s
Search for God.” Admission is free, but
space is limited to the first 400 people.
Doors open at 5 p.m.
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Walter Ziffer

Submit your event at least two weeks in advance
online at events.citizen-times.com. Click on “Add
your event” to submit details.

Oct. 14
Christmas craft fair: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Mary’s

Church, 337 Charlotte St., Asheville. Local craft and
food vendors, tailgate market, fish truck, baked
goods, refreshments. 828-254-5836 or mail@stma-
rysasheille.org.

Pumpkin Patch: Through Oct. 31, Groce United
Methodist, 954 Tunnel Road, Asheville. 10 a.m.-7
p.m. Monday-Saturday and 12:30-7 p.m. Sunday.

Oct. 15
Third Sunday Night Worship: 6 p.m., New

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, 500 S. French
Broad Ave., Asheville. Hosted by the Baptist Minis-
ters Union of Asheville & Surrounding Areas.
Speaker is Minister Eddie Williamson, of St. John
Baptist Church in Arden. 828-253-7986. 

“Freedom From Limitation” drop-in med-
itation series: 7-8:30 p.m. Sundays to Oct. 22,
Meditation In Asheville, 1070 Tunnel Road, Build-
ing 2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10, $5 students and
seniors, free for monthly members. Led by Bud-
dhist teacher Sharon Lovich.
www.MeditationInAsheville.org.

Mindfulness meditation: 10 a.m.-noon Sun-
days, Asheville Shambhala Meditation Center, 60
N. Merrimon Ave., Suite 113. Arrive and leave at
any time. Free but donations appreciated.

Oct. 16
“The Plight of Children in Palestine” coffee

and discussion: 2 p.m., Parish of St. Eugene social
hall, 72 Culvern St., Asheville. Human rights activist
Kathy Bergen, recently returned from the West
Bank, speaks about effects of the Occupation on
children in Palestine. 

Oct. 18
Kids For Christ after school program: 2:30-

7:15 p.m. Wednesdays during school year at First
Baptist Church, 63 N. Main St., Weaverville. For
grades 1-6. Buses run from Weaverville Primary
School, Weaverville Elementary and North Windy
Ridge. Snack, recreation, Bible study, choir, hand
bells, help with homework. Then supper followed
by mission groups. 828-645-6720.

Oct. 21
Mountain Classic Car Show: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,

Veterans Restoration Quarters, 1329 Tunnel Road,
Asheville. $25 per vehicle. Free for spectators.
Music, food, cars. www.abccm.org/vets-place.html.

Baha’i Bicentennial Commemoration: 10
a.m.-noon, Jubilee! Community Church, 46 Wall
St., Asheville. Preceded by a free and inclusive
brunch, includes music, storytelling and short plays
about the lives of the Bab and Baha’u’llah. Email
twinholydays@gmail.com or visit http://wncba-
hai.org/twin-birthdays-bahaullah-bab/ to RSVP. 

Oct. 22
“Freedom From Limitation” drop-in med-

itation series: 7-8:30 p.m. Sundays to Oct. 22,
Meditation In Asheville, 1070 Tunnel Road, Build-
ing 2, Unit 20, Asheville. $10, $5 students and
seniors, free for monthly members. Led by Bud-
dhist teacher Sharon Lovich.
www.MeditationInAsheville.org.

Unity dialogue, workshop and dinner: 2-6
p.m., Stephens Lee Community Center, 30 George
Washington Carver Ave., Asheville. Celebrations of
200th year since birth of the Bab and Baha’u’llah,
prophet-founders of the Baha’i faith. Email twin-
holydays@gmail.com or visit http://wncbahai.org/
twin-birthdays-bahaullah-bab/ to RSVP. 

Just Us VII: 6 p.m., Beverly Hills Baptist Church,
777 Tunnel Road, Asheville. Featuring sanctuary
choir, OneVoice, men’s chorale, Alive Quartet,
handbell choir and soloists. Refreshments follow
program. 828-298-4623.

Land of the Sky Boys: 11 a.m., Westwood
Baptist Church, Westwood Place, Asheville. 828-
231-5190.

Land of the Sky Boys: 6 p.m., Coopers Gap
Baptist Church, 730 Coopers Gap Road, Mill Spring.
828-447-7561.

Oct. 25
“The Freedom and Power of Keeping in

Step with the Spirit” seminar: Oct. 25-27, The
Billy Graham Training Center, 1 Porters Cove Road,
Asheville. Dig into Scripture and welcome the
dynamic work of God in your daily life. 1-800-950-
2092 or www.thecove.org.

“The Love of Christ and The Hate of the
KKK” talk: 6 p.m., Mount Zion Church, 47 Eagle
St., Asheville. Rev. David E. Kennedy, pastor of New
Beginning Baptist Church of Laurens, South Caroli-
na, shares his story of a KKK member who in-
tended to harm him but ended up joining Kenne-
dy’s church. 828-279-2341.

Oct. 26
Mindfulness meditation, Dharma reading &

discussion: 7-8:30 p.m., Asheville Shambhala
Meditation Center, 60 N. Merrimon Ave., Suite
#113 in Reynolds Village. Sitting and walking
mindfulness meditation followed by tea, Dharma
reading and conversation. Donations appreciated.

Traditional Biblical services: 7-8 p.m. Thurs-
days, Nazarene Campground, 33 Nazarene Drive
and Upward Road, Flat Rock. Traditional hymns
and preaching. For more information, call Pastor
Harry Widener at 828-749-3166 or email nu-
hart7965@gmail.com.

Oct. 27
UUCA annual book sale: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct.

27-28, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Asheville, 1 Edwin Place. Thousands of good-
condition used books. 828-254-6001.

Oct. 28
Fall Festival: 5-7 p.m., East Asheville United

Methodist Church, 448 Browndale Road, across
road from VA Hospital. Poor man’s dinner, large
items such as furniture for sale, bake sale, Christ-
mas items for sale. 828-298-3057.

Oct. 29
One Voice: Fifth Sunday singing at 6 p.m.,

Newbridge Baptist Church, 199 Elkwood Ave.
Asheville. Ladies choir from Beverly Hills Baptist
Church.
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Find the full religion calendar online at CITI-
ZEN-TIMES.com.


